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TERIORS

AHEAD OF
THE CURVE
Tiffany sofa,
£2,885, Graham
& Green, main;
Paipai sofa,
from £3,492,

up —in

put your feet

style

Buwying a sofa is a huge investment, so think

ith the January
sales in  full
swing, now is
the time that
many  people
turn their atten-
tion to replacing
their sofa. Ac-
cording to research by retailer DFS, 37
per cent of people think that the sofa is
the most important piece of furniture
in their home. This workhorse is used

carefully about how it will fit into your life. Emily
Brooks finds the best style:

s, for every living room

for watching television, eating, read-
ing, snoozing and working; sofas are
saved-up for, lusted after and invested
in, literally and emotionally.

There’s never been more choice in
f

the process “difficult and confusing’.

Interior designer Cat Dal suggests
starting with practicality rather than
appearance. “Is the sofa for hung-over

Start with
practicality, not
appearance. Is the
sofa for watching
TV or surviving
kids and dogs?

Ligne Roset, left
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LUXURY FITTED FURNITURE

by Conquest

As an established family business with over 50 years of design, manufacturing and installation
expertise you can be assured that everything we do is built on a passion for delivering the very
best bespoke furniture design, timber quality and craftsmanship. We are obsessive about the
perfect fit and our own time-served artisan installers ensure this is always the case. Our furniture
is designed and built to last with a quality that will look and perform after many years the way it
did when it was first installed. This is why Conquest furniture delivers excellent value for money
and why every installation comes with a 10 year guarantee.

Simply call 0800 975 1199 to find out how we can bring your ideas to life

WWW. conqucst—uk.com

SHOWROOMS IN FARLINGTON & HGH WYCOMBE
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days watching TV? Entertaining
friends? Surviving kids and dogs?
Cocktail hour and board games? It’s
about the level of comfort versus the
function. Some sofas swallow you up,
and others provide back support, so it's
very important to know what level of
cushioning you want.”

Leo Vaughan Williams, of bespoke
furniture makers Rule Brothers, ex-
pands on this: “My guiding principles
for sofas and chairs are the two Ps - po-
sition and purpose. Only once these
have been addressed can we can get
down to the style and upholstery.”

So, for a drawing room where people
might retire after lunch or dinner, he
advises “having a slightly higher and
firmer model with a less raked back, so
people are not stuck wallowing in a
deep, soft sofa”. Butin a snug, for longer
spells of relaxation, the seating “should
have a more pronounced rake to the
back and be slightly lower and softer”.

Thinking about the detail
of your circumstances might
help to further narrow down
choices. Take a style with or
without feet, for example: in
a small room, a model with
legs can give the impression
of ample space because
there’s more floor on show.

But they can also harbour I
dust (bad for allergy suffer-
ers), and pet owners might
despair at fishing out balls
and toys from underneath,
so in those cases a plinth
base might suit.

Annika Bowman, a con-
sultant at design firm An-
drew Martin, has advic
family-friendly sofas: “Nothing is
bombproof, but it's always wise to
think ahead. Swap cream linen uphol-
stery for a thicker, darker style or a fab-
ric with a colourful pattern. Our
Houdini velvet, for example, is washa-
ble, as well as soft and tactile.” For any-
one who thinks that life is too short to
rearrange cushions, she recommends
foam rather than feather fillings, “to
avoid perpetual post-sit plumping”.

Hard-wearing polyester velvets are
also popular at DFS, says its senior de-
signer Lauren Harris, because they
have that plush feel without getting
crushed or marked like longer-pile cot-
ton velvets. Lightly textured weaves
are also in vogue for the same reason,

LOUD AND
LOVELY
Hampton sofa in
Bluebellgray

Sofas & Stuff,
right; Sophia
sofa, £1,695,

Lovely Sofas,
above

fabric, £3,266, " - =

{I

being cosy and tactile while remaining
pristine when they are sat on. Harris
says that “people like to mix things up
these days with colour and pattern,”
which means fewer three-piece suites
and more sofas accompanied by a
bolder accent chair.

“Asofa can bealoud, large statement
that sets the mood for a room’s decor
and colours, or it can be a neutral can-
vas for layering ith seasonal colour
updates in the form of cushions and
throws. The best way to figure out what
works for the room is to consider the
other pieces you need to fit in along-
side it,” says Habitat’s furniture buyer
Eleanor Davies. “Whether it's going up
against a wall or standing in the middle

s

of a room, it is best to give the sofa
some space to allow for side and coffee
tables, lamps and bookcases.”

Choosing the right size can be tricky
- too bigand it overpowers the room or
blocks features such as windows, too
small and it looks lost. To get a feel for
the proportions of a sofa, “get some
newspaper or card and lay out the
shape on the floor,” says Harris. Or
even better, find some boxes that will
create a 3D version of your sofa with
the right height.

How you use your sofa and what
stage of life you're in may also have a
bearing on your choice, says Harris. “If
you like to lounge, a chaise end or run-
up stool is a good option. A deeper sofa
might be better for the family that likes
to cuddle up together and watch a film,
but as you get older you might find that
you are in need of more support, with a
shallower seat. I've found that taller
people also like a higher back, because

it’'s more supportive for
them” Get maximum sit-
ting space in a small room
with a slim-armed model
rather than, say, the flam-
boyant padded curves of
a Chesterfield.

If there are access issues
(such as narrow hallways,
or a flat on the 20th floor),
modular designs are great,
and also allow you to cre-

S ate a mix-and-match look

‘ (try Made.com’s Juno
range, for example). If you
don’t like the evidently

sectional appearance of
designs,  some

brands have “easy access’™
ranges that arrive in bits and are
assembled on site by the delivery team.
Laura Ashley and Sofa.com have a good
selection.

Like any design object, sofas have
their trends. A few of the hottest ones
around at the moment include tradi-
tional Chesterfields that have been
given a twist in bright colours or a
modern pattern. Others in fashion
are loose-covered models in casual
rumpled linen, and Seventies influ-
ences are also in, with deep-coloured
velvets, a plinth rather than legs, and
perhaps a metallic band or fringing.
Habitat’s top-seller at the moment is
the Seventies-inspired Hendricks, in
orange velvet.
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BEST OF THE SALES

The most stylish sofas — with the biggest discounts

ICON SOFA
£4,896; full price
£5,760, Natuzzi
(natuzzi.co.uk)

MOBY SOFA BED
£299; full price £499 (made.com)

ROOSEVELT
SOFA £1,299; full
price £1,856, Harveys
(harveysfurniture.
JOULES co.uk)

WINDSOR

£1,249; full price

£1,399, DFS

(dfs.co.uk)

JUNI SOFA
£899; full price
E1,059, Barker &
Stonehouse
(barkerandstone
house.co.uk)

- § tomise. If you want to supply your own

4 2 er’s own material” servi

Furniture retailer Chaplins, which
deals in top European brands, says its
number one trend is for oversized sofas
with bulbous, enveloping shapes
rather than neater tailored styles. This
doesn't have to mean lack of support:
Ligne Roset’s new Paipai sofa has a co-
cooning rounded shape but also an up-
right, high back, for example.

Interior designers are firm fans of
curved designs; they can be space-hog-
gers, often more suited to the middle of

a room than against a wall, but if you
have an expanse of floor to fill, they
make a glamorous statement. Designer
Natalia Miyar says that such sofas are
“wonderfully inclusive pieces in a so-
cial space. They make for a more cosy
and unstructured sitting arrangement
than an orthogonal sofa. Their unusual
shape can feel quite grand and they are
often conversation pieces”.

Because most sofas are made to or-
der, some retailers allow you to cus-

DELECTABLE
DIVANS
Clementine sofa,
right, from
£1,820, Andrew
Martin; Valerie
sofa, £799.99,
Argos, left

= fabric, look for brands with a “custom-
. Goinga step
& further, Heal’s Designed by You range
€ is effectively a build-your-own system,
i . "
£ with a choice of everything from arm
Zshape and contour to the number of
& cushions and style of feet.
= Despite the profusion of online re-
8 tailers, it's always important to seek out
a showroom where you can try out an
intended purchase. As with a mattress,
everyone assumes a different position
and appreciates a different degree of
squashiness, so make sure that the sofa
works for you and whoever yow'll be
sharing it with. Equally, get fabric sam-
ples to ensure that textiles are of good
quality, feel nice and are the colour you
were expecting. Only after all that re-
search and effort will you be ready to
place an order, and - six to 10 weeks
later - put your feet up.
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Join us for the'launch event
Friday 15th February TTam - 4pm

A beautiful, contemporary village for over
60s, created in the heart of the Wiltshire
countryside. Just launched, spacious new
apartments built for people who want to
enjoy life to the full.

Call for an appointment to view the showhome
and village facilities: 01225 584 500
sales@wadswickgreen.co.uk
Wadswick Green, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 9RD
www.wadswickgreen.co.uk

New Year
Peace of Mind

Your loved ones could be living life to the full
at Mickle Hill Retirement Village with friendly
neighbours and support on their doorstep

available

ments and bungalows from
out more about the wonderful facilities a
can help your loved ones settle in stress free.

Call 01751 245000
or visit www.micklehill.co.uk
Malton Road, Pickering, YO18 7NB

“Prices correct at time of publication. Other charges apply, please ask for detalls.
Part Exchange available via third party company, subject {0 valuation.

Mickle

Call for

TO ADVERTISE HERE
PLEASE CONTACT

EMMA SHIELDS
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Celebrate the New Year
with a new Jones home...

iy 4

Discover luxury living at Mayfield Place
Love Lane, Mayfield, East Sussex, TN20 6EN

Sales and Information Centre & Show Home open Tuesday
to Saturday from 10am - 5pm

01435 872513
jones-homes.co.uk %Eé

Discover retirement
living to the full

Do it all and so much more in
a McCarthy & Stone property.

McCarthy & Stone

— Retirement living to the full —

Properties for sale nationwide.
To find out more, call

0800 201 4997

mccarthyandstone.co.uk

Doorcanopies  Porches  Trellis  Planters  Window boxes

BRIGHTS OF NETTLEBRED

ONE FAMILY SPECIALISING IN FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1866

NEW & EXCLUSIVE CHESTERFIELDS

«  Over 30 colourways
« 7 nail finishes
o Choice of foam, fibre or feather seat filling

Handmade in family run workshops using a solid hardwood
beech frame, built with screwed, glued and dowelled joints
for maximum strength. The fully sprung seating has double
tempered anti-sag springs, all supported and linked together
to create a suspension system for durability. The back
springs are linked in the same way for extra comfort whilst
the traditional deep buttoning is fastened to the frame to
give, and retain, shape and tension.

llustrated:

‘Westminster 2.5 seat sofa in Old English Bruciato with close double buttoned border,
speckled gold studs, and fibre seat cushions. Normally £3,229 | Introductory price £2,422

York chair to match, with foam seat cushion.
Normally £1,974 | Introductory price £1,481

FOR FULL DETAILS CALL 01491 641115
OR VISIT WWW.BRIGHTSOFNETTLEBED.CO.UK

NATIONWIDE HOME APPROVAL SERVICE | BESPOKE COMMISSIONS UNDERTAKEN

OVER 1,000 ITEMS OF EXCLUSIVE CLASSICAL FURNISHINGS IN STOCK

TONDON
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