S S BH | CITY

| DINING AREA
. Acalm mid-century
- | feel pervades here,
: with the velvet dining

chairs adding a
1 touch of luxe.

|  The West Elm Modern
Farmhouse dining table
| inDark Mineral, £999, is
|  similar to this one. Wire

! Frame Velvet dining
| chairs, £199 each; West
Elm. Rattan dining chair,
£98, French Connection

ndressed to enjoy expansive river views,
while there is plenty of seating options
for when they entertain friends.
Develius sofa by &Tradition, £3,381, Aram,
upholstered in Mikado velvet, £67m, Osborne &
Little and Derby velvet, £77.00m, Pepe Pefialve
at Jane Clayton. Joinery, Cat Dal Interiors

CHANGE

Mats Ellefsen and conductor Andrew Gourlay
struck all the right notes when they
transformed a neutral duplex into a cool and
contemporary space with a softly Scandi feel

HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY Duplex
apartment in a block built in 2015 I3
LOCATION Greenwich,
southeast London :
RO O MS Hallway, cloakroom, 18
kitchen-diner/living area, two L) w
bedrooms (one en suite), bathroom ,
PURCHASED 2018
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
‘“This is our first place together,’
says Mats.
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KITCHEN
Tiles with a subtle geometric
design add texture and
interest to the island unit.
Walls painted in Slate Il, £49.50
for 2 cltr, Paint & Paper Library.
Flowerpot pendants, £205 each,
Aram. Georg low barstools
by Skagerak, £256 each,
Twentytwentyone
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LIVING AREA
A playful rug adds character to the ‘nook’.
Hayon X Nani rug, £1,099, Monologue

hen Mats Ellefsen
and Andrew Gourlay

Greenwich Hat on
an online search, it didn't pass their
tick-box test. An apartment rather than
a house. north 1':1-.‘1'[13]' with a small
balcony, it was the opposite of whar they
had :_*.ri:t;ijmﬁ}' searched for. But having
viewed several houses, the pair had
gradually come around to the idea of
living in a contemporary new-build.
And once they saw this duplex in the
Aesh, they were sold. The balcony might

be modest but its views are anyt |‘ii[!i_1l

but, with iconic landmarks, including
St Paul’s Cathedral, Canary Wharf's
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skyscrapers and The Shard, as well as
glimpses of the Curty Sark and the O2

‘As soon as we saw the light coming
off the river and filling the rooms, we
loved it,” recalls Andrew.

However, the apartment 5 |;'|].'m|1-
with an L-shape tangent in the open
plan living space, prv:u:nml a challenge.
‘It was tricky due to its length and the
“nook” on one side,” says Norwegian
born Mats. *Without proper planning,
it might not have reached its p tential,
and yet we were afraid to fll the space!

I :1‘rL|1‘|;m‘]'!.'. Car Dal Interiors was
on hand to help with reconfiguration.
‘Courtney '|'|‘|n]'|1.1||1'j. worked on the
layout with us and one of her first

s PN

suggestions was to install bespoke
joinery along the length of the space,
with concealed storage, floating shelves
and bench seating,’ says Mats. "Made
from oak and finished with a white
stain, it acts as a visual anchor.

The L-shape ‘nook” was given a
different treatment to delineate the
space. Inspired by the living wall on the
adjoining balcony, Courtney added brick
slips to the wall then painted them a
deep green, connecting outside and in.
This area houses conductor Andrew’s
piano, as well as lush foliage for a deeply
restful feel. ‘For us, the key was to make
this home a little different, eliminating
its cookie-cutter feel,' says Mats, who

MASTER BEDROOM
Mats and Andrew chose to
reference their riverside setting
by opting for a calming palette
of blue and white.
Bespoke headboard upholstered in
Samba, £110m, Zimmer+Rohde.
Collet table lamp, £69, Made.
Dawson bed throw, £295,
Soho Home

works in finance. ‘It also had to be
somewhere Andrew can work and where
we can cook, relax and host friends.
Turning the flat into a characterful
home meant tuning in to the details.
‘Our brief was to create a home suitable
for cockrail parties, lazy Sundays, simple
dinners and studying scores,” says Cat.
Elsewhere, the apartment echoes
its waterside setting; a headboard in
painterly tones of blue and white runs
the width of the wall in the master
bedroom, while the guest room features
1 simila rl}-' restful p;ﬂctt::, with custom
joinery in soft blue. “For us, the interior
15 NOW just as c,‘mnp::” Ing as that view,
says Mats, ‘which is a great result. &

FOR STOCKISTS GO TO WHERETO BUY
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~CLOAKROOM™
The couple added a rich
splash of colourin this
compact spacewith an

iconic palni print
AlF 2w




